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COMPANIONS IN p&
The Army of the Potomac Once More

At the Front.

A -- HOUSING BBUmON.

The Parade and Excursion
Feasting and Speech-makin-g.

The fourteenth annual jleunion of the Soc-
iety of the Armv of the Potomac, which took
place in this city on Wednesday and Thursday
of hist woek, was in every respect a great suc-

cess. The weather, which earlier in tiie week
lisid boon hoisierous, avjs bright and beautiful,
and nothing occurred to interrupt the pro-
gramme of festivities. The hotels, public build-
ings and many business houses, including the
oilic of ThkNatioxalTijibune, were hand-
somely decorated in honor of the occa-io- n, and
the capita presented quite a martial appear-
ance. During the early hour- - of Wednesday
morning the veterans held impromptu recep-

tions at iheir several headquarters, but shortly
after 11 o'clock they assembled, 10 the number
of somo ;?. at the Kiggs House, where the
President of the Society, Gtoifral A. A. Hum-

phreys, aud his sta:T, consisting of Colonel Geo.
Meade, Colonel Hurry Humphreys, Captain R.
L.Hoxioand General Whituker, formed them
in columns ot fours, and they ihea took por-
tion in the proressbm with which the festivi-
ties of tlu day were to be opened. The escort,
Which was under command of Brevet Major-Gener- al

IL B. Ayras, U. S. A., was com;oed
of the various military and veieran organiza-
tions ot the District, tmd numbered in all about
2,500 men, the iulio'iug beiii.' toe commands in
line: Mounted piuiot', two .out panics ITniUd
SUites amih-ry- , acting a--, infa-.try- , i Washiug-to- n

Xag'tit Infantry Corps, he.ded by the band
of Wiltoou Post, of iiaiuniorc, battery of hsbt
artillery, Regulars, three eHi$pnnies colored
Biilitia ..; onal ftiiles, of the Army of
the 1M uac, kins of Vet rans, the Wtrrnn
Corps. Grud Army Posts oi Washington and
Bitltiition-- , two companies ot Csdota, sx ba.ds,
including tlieMar.ne jutnd, and as lanny drum
corps, with 150 mounted and on foot.
A line of carriages carrying msablod vuscrans
also appeared in the lme. and was csoorte.i by
Meade Post and Sumner toolon'dt Post of the
G.A. R,

The route of the parade was up Fifteenth
street, passing the McPiu-r.-o- n statue, to Ver-
mont avenue; thence to M,j--hii?t- ts avenue,

- passing the Thomas statue; th-n- c- to Rhode
Island avenue, passing the Scott statue: thence
to Connecticut avenue to K pas-in- g the
Farragut statue; thence to Seventeenth stsvet,
to west La Fayette square, to Pennsylvania
avenue, passing the Executive Mansion, at
which point the column was reviewed hi the
President; thence to Fifteenth street to the
PJggs House, where the escort was dismissed.
On the pavement opposite the Executive Man-
sion a grand stand had been erected, and by
the time the column reach 1 that point a bril-
liant company had assembled there. At the
front and center of the stand the President
stood. On his left were Attorney-Gener- al

Brewster and Postmaster-Gener- al Greshara, j

while on his right were Secretary Lincoln,
Gen. W. T. Sherman, Amiral Porter, and Sec-
retary Teller, There were also present upon
the stand Justice Field, Keifcr,
Senators Miller, California; Butler, South Car-
olina; ex-Sena- tor AVindom, Representatives
JMcKinley aud S. S. Cox; the English, French,
Spanish, Brazilian, and Chinese ministers and
ladies of their families, W. W. Corcoran, Gen.
Sherman's stafE Gen. Hazen, Gen. B. S. Calef,
Gen. Livermore, Gen. Infills, Gen. Schofield,
Admiral Nichols, Admiral Rowan, the Com
xnissiouers of the District,

Horatio King and J. A J. Creswell, Marshal
McMichae!, and others.

Immediately after the dismissal of the escort
the members of the society, without breaking
ranis, marched to the White House, and in the
Blue room of the Executive Mansion were per-
sonally introduced to the Pn sident by Marshal
McMichael, the reception lasting for an hour or
more.
- of the procession
recalled the spectacle of eighteen years ago,
Svlieti rthAnny oCthe.' Potomac, 100,000 strong,
.returning from its last campaign, passed
through the streets of the capital, but the thin
line of gray-haire- d veterans beut under the
weight of years, and dressed in plain citizens'
clothes, offered a pathetic contrast to the tri-
umphant host that was marshaled here on that
occasion.

THE COKrS STEETIXGS.

At the conclusion of the President's recep-
tion, the veteraiis scattered to their respective
headquarters, and the "various corps societies
held their annual meetings.

The First Corps elected the following: Presi-tten- t,

CoL G. G. Benedict; vice president, Col.
X S, Tichenor; secretary and treasurer, Capt.
L1C. Burritt.

!fbe Sewnd Corps elected the following offi-
cers- Proirlent, Gen James H. Beaver; first
vice president, Gen. AS. Webb; second vice
prcSia --nt. Col. T. E. Pardons; third vice presi-
dent. Gen. Newton M. Bro-iks- ; secretary and
treasurer. Gen. John D. Billings; executive
committee, Gen. Nathan Church. Gen. J. E.
Curtis, CKai. J. B. Crit, Col. George F. Hopper,
Capt. BenJ, A Child; corps historian. General
Francis A. Walker.

The Third Army Corps Union, composed of
officers, met at the Arlington and elected, the
following officers to serve during the ensuing
year: President, Major Wilkrd Bullard, of New
York ; MJor John Barclay Fas-set- t,

of the District; secretary. Colonel Edward
L. Welling, of Hcvf Jersey ;" treasurer, Mjor-Gener- al

tjx'rshom'Mott, of New Jerev. Board
of directors, Msjor William P. Shrove, of Bo-
ston; Colonel Saflerry, of New York; General
John C. Robinson, of Binshamtou, X. Y.; Col-
onel Clayton Mauinichatsl, of Washington, D.
C; Major A Judton Clark, of Newark, N. J.;
Captaiu George W. Cooncy, of New York Citv;
General Robert McAllister, of Allentown, Pa. ;
General Levi Burd Duii; of Pittsburg, Pa.;
Maor William Plimley, of New York City.
Trustees. General Bankson T. Morgan, General
Charlos K. Graham, both of New York.

The Fifth Corps met at the Riggs House and
etected the following officers: President, Gen-
eral James MeQuadc ; first vice-preside- nt, Major
Joseph H, Stine; second vice-preside- nt, 31ajor
W. Howard Mills; secretary and treasurer,
urenerai xreoericK u. .bocm; executive com-
mittee, General H. A. Bamum, Colonnel A 3L
Clarke, Private J. W. Webb; vice-preside- nt of
the Army of the Potamac, Major-Gener- al B. B.
Ayres, U. S. A Thrre was a unanimous vote
for General Fitz John Porter's restoration, and
a resolution of resjieet to the memory, of Gen-
eral Warren was pased. On motion of Major
TVm. Howard Mills, the corps determined to
present the name of General TJ. S. Grant as its
candidate for President of the General Society.

The Sixth Army Corps met at Willard's Hall,
Colonel Manning in the chair. The following
were elected officers for the ensuing year:
President, Thomas N. Hyde, of Maine; vice-presiden- ts,

General Thomas Allen, of Wiscon-
sin; Colonel John F Glenn, of Pennsylvania;
Colonel A. S. Tracy, of Vermont; secretary,
Captain George B. Fielder, of New Jersey ; re-
cording secretary, D. S. Hassinger, Pennsvl-xaui- a;

treasurer, Co-len- Samuel Truesdcll, New
York; Souiely of the Army of
the Potomac, General Adam E. King, of Mary-
land; General Martin Mcilah on, corps histor-
ian; Genual King, assistant. Among the
speakers was General Kinne, of New York, who
spoke of the great injustice done the Sixth
Corps by those who were not cognizant of the
facts.

The Ninth Corps met at the Biggs House and
elected the following officers for the ensuing.,... -- - v, uuui .jkjuh isr. ira.ra.ti, nasur
lngton, u. C; vice-preside- B. C. Potter, New
York; SKrrotaryand treasurer, General C. H.
Barney, hew York; vice-prebiden- t, Army of
the Potomac, General E.Jai dinette.

The Twelfth Corps mot at the Arlington, and
mado the following selections. Captain W. W.
Bush, of the Twenty-eight- h New York volun-
teers, president, d; Surgeon John J.
H-Lov-

c, secretary ; General James L. Selfridge,
Tice-prcsidc- nt for the society. Letters were
read from Generals Slocum, Andrews and Par-
dee, Captains Hopkins and Warren and others.
President Bush made an address of thanks,
after which, on motion of Geueral Slocum, the
meeting adjourned with three cheers for their
old commanders.

The Nineteenth Corps met at the Ehhitt and
elected General W, H. Emery president; Geil-x&l- G.

L. Beale, vice-preside- Captaiu W.D.
James, secretary and treasurer, and General
Emery, vice-preside- nt of the society.

The Cavalry Corps met at the Eiggs House,
General 'William "Wells in the chair, and Col-
onel Charles H, Hatch, secretary. Dissatisfac-
tion being expressed regarding the present
badge, a committee was appointed to adopt a
new design to b.3 presented at the next meet-
ing. The following were elected officers for the
ensuingycar: Gen.W.W. Averill, president; Maj.
Charles H. Hatch (re elected), secretary; Col-
onel Gcrrard L. Whitehead v treas-
urer; and vice-president- s, Major Marcus A.
Ruuo, Colonel C. J. Wilson, Colonel Charles G.
Otis. Major H. C. Myer, Major W. X. Boyd, Col-

onel J. P. Taylor and Colouel Albert Bur-nitt- s.

General William Wells was then
elected vice-preside- nt of the society.

THE BUSINESS SIEETIN'G.
Later in-th- e afternoon the annual business

meeting of the society was iieid at the National
Theater, thenuditoriuui ofwhich had been taste-
fully decorated for the occasion by Comrade
FrankT. Foster, of Cincinnati, O. The prosceni-
um arch was heavily draped with bunting, and a
portrait of General Grant, framed in flags, with
thesiiigieword"Appoinattox"below it and the
text " Welcome, Army of the Potomac " above
it, occupied the center. At one side of the arch,
over the boxes, was suspended a portrait of
General Sherman, and at the other side one of
General Sheridan, while both tiers of balconies
wre gracefully festooned with the national
colors, and each bore a row of shields on which
the names of the battles in which the army
participated were inscribed. The stage itself
was set with a military scene. At one wing
there was an cfiigy of a soldier on guard, and
at the other a liguro of a veteran returned to
the plow, while two pillars at tlio center bore
the names of the army's generals aud corps
commanders. At the rear of the stage rose
the effigy of a monument, inscribed with the
names of the dead of the last year as follows:
Major J. B. Atehion, General A. E. Burns-de- ,

General S. Burbank, Colonel G. W. Bradley,
Captain W. D. Ureaiiaii, Colonel Gouverneur
Carr, Captaiu J. Newton Dickson, Colonel Geo.
P. Foster, Colonel A. Farnsworth, Florence
Bieyler, General J. Kilpatrick, General P. P.
Bixby, Captain John H. Brinter. General
Humphreys presided at tnc business meeting,
anil General Horatio Ivmg outdated as secre-
tary. Tiie secretary's aud treasurer's reports
were first presented. The latters shows a bal-

ance from last vcar of $731.31; dues received
from June 12, I:', to May 15, 18S3, $1,105.35 ;
initiation fees of new members May 16, $765 ;

total, $2,594 66 ; disbursements for stationery,
priating, postage, expenses of the poet, orator,
and the stenographer at the last meeting, and
incidentals, $l,5'i2.93, leaving abalance on hand
of $1,171.73.

ELECTION" OF OFFICERS.
The next thing in order was the election of

a president for the ensuing year. General S.
H. Maun, of North Caroliua, on behalf of tho
Sixth Corps, nominated for president "that
grand old soldier' General John Newton.
There was a great clamor of applause. Major
Joseph Steiner, from, the stage, shouted at
the top of his. his voice, the nomination
of the Fifth Corps, General U. S. Grant,
which was received with great applause.
To the latter nomination it was ob-

jected, that General Grant was only an hon-
orary member, and therefore not eligible to the
presidency. General Humphreys provoked a
general laugh by quietly saying, " General
Grant served with the Army of the Potomac;
I know that." Finally General Maun with-
drew the name of General Newton, and then
General Barnum withdrew General Grant.
Amid boisterous but thoroughly good natured
tumult these names were again presented,
however, and the ballot reuited as follows:
General Newton, 153; General Grant, 117;
scattering, 17. General Newton's election was
made ananimons. By vote, the secretary was
authorized to cast one vote for the
of the other officers as follows: Treasurer,
General M. T. MeMahon ; Secretary, General
Horatio King; Corresponding Secretary, Gen-
eral George H. Sharpe. Tiie different corps
then presented tho names of tho vice-presiden- ts,

one for each corps, as follows: First
Corps, W. W. Dudley; Second Corps, General
S.S. Carroll; Third Corps, General Dudley L.
Davis; Fourth Corps, Colonel McMicliael;
Fifth Corps, General B. B. Ayres: Sixth Corps,
General Adam E. King; Ninth Corps, General
Edward Jardiuetto; Eleventh Corps, Colonel
Emil Frye ; Twelfth Corps, General Joseph L.
Selfridge; Nineteenth Corps; General William
IL Everett; stair corps, General George D.
Buggies; cavalry corps, Colonel B. Mcintosh;
artillery corps? 'Colonel Hv"L Hunt; signal
corps, General B. F. Fisher.

The next business --was the selection of a
place in which to hold the next Reunion.
Three cities Brooklyn, Portland and Harris-bur- g

were recommended, but after some dis-
cussion Brooklyn was unanimously fixed upon.

On motion of Gen. Alexander Webb a resolu-
tion was adopted thanking tho citizens of
Washington for their hospitality, and the meet-
ing adjourned until evening.

THE PUBLIC KEETIKG.
There was a very large attendance at the

evening meeting and many distinguished offi-

cers and civilians were present. Secretary
Lincoln and Postmaster-Gener- al Gresham oc-

cupied one of the boxes, and among those on
the stago were Generals Webb, Humphreys,
Bosecrans, Weaver, MacMahon, Adam King,
Wright, Van Vliet, Ayres, Mcintosh, McKee
Dunn, H. W. Slocum, Green B. Raum, Carmen,
H. C. King, Clarke, Zeilin, T. T. Crittenden,
Ordway, Barnum, Tyler, Locke, Ruggles, Bob-iuso- n,

Sharpe, Col. Trettle, Coi.Trucsdell, Capt.
Burrilt, Capt. Joyce, Maj. Steiner, Hon. M. Ma-ginni- s,

the orator of the evening ; George Alfred
Townsend, the p6et of the occasion; District
Commissioner Edmonds, Capt. Richard Hoxie,
Judge MacArthur, CominL-sion-cr Loring, Capt.
Phelps, JL J. Baaisdell, J. Q. Thompson, Prof.
Hilgard, J. B. Carson, Senator Ingalls, General
Francis A. Walker, W. H. Trescot, John A.
Baker, and Speaker Keifcr.

The meeting was called to order by President
Humphreys. Commissioner Edmonds then
proceeded to deliver a brief address of welcome.
At its conclusion Mr. George Alfred Townsend,
the poet of the occasion, .read the following
poem:

THE JLNXUAL POEM.

Civil soldiers, reassembled by the river of your
fame!

Ye who eaved the virgin city bathed in Washing-
ton's clear name !

Which of all your pabt commanders doth this day
your memory haunt

Scott, McDowell, Burn-iu- e, Hooker, Meade, Mc-Clell-

HaHeck, Grant?

There is one too little mentioned when your proud
reunions come.

And the thoughtful love of country dies upon the
sounding drum:

Let mc call him in your muster! Letmewnko him
in your grief!

Captain by the Constitution, Abraham Lincolnwas
your cmei j

Ever nearest to his person, ye were his defense and
shield;

He alone of your commanders died upon the battle-
field;

All your generals were his children, leaning on
liftn childish-wille- d,

And they all were filial mourners round the
mighty tomb he filled.

Tender as the harp of David "his soft answers now
become,

When amid tho cares of kingdoms rose and fell
fcome Absalom ;

And his humor gilds his memory like a light
within a tent,

Or the sunken sun that lingersor. the lofty monu-
ment.

Like the slave that saw the sunrise with his face
toward the west,

As it flashed, while yet 'twas hidden, on a slender
steeple's crest;

So while Victory turned her from him, ere the
dawn in welcome came.

On .his pen Emancipation glittered like an altar
name.

Feeling for the doomed deserter, feeling for the
drafted hi re,

For the empty northern hearthstone and the south-
ern home afire,

Mercy kept him grim as Molock, all the future
babies to free,

And eternal peace to garner for tho millions yet
to be.

Not a soldier of the classics, he could see through
learned pretcn&e,

Master of tho greatest science, military common
sense;

As he watched ycur marches, comrades, hither,
thither, waywaid years

On his map the roads you followed, you can trace
tiicm oy nls tears.

In the Tear the people clamored, in the front the
generals missed;

In his inner councils harbored critic and antag-
onist:

But he ruled them by an instinct like the queen's
among the bees,

With a health of oul that honeyed publicans and
Pharisees.

i
The people of a city were commanded by tlio oracle

to assemble on a plain outside of the city, and he who
first saw the sunrise should be made king. A slave
turned his back to the sun and looked up the shaft of a
high where the sun's earliest rays limned, and
he cried, I we it!" He had been told to do bo by a wise
citizen, who staid at home. This citizen, revealed by
the slave, they made kiujj, and he was the --wisest that
ever reigned there.

Faint of fnith, wo looked behind us for a chief of
higher tone,

While the voice that drowned the trumpets was
the echo of our own.

Ever thu, my old companions! genius bos us by
the hand,

Walking on the tempest with us, every crisis to
command.

Like the bugle blown at evening by some home-
sick son of art,

Lincoln's words unearthly quiver in the universal
heart,

Not an echo left of malice, scarce of triumph in
the strain,

As when thunder murmurs in pathetic
showers of rain.

Years forever consecrated, here he lived where
duties be,

Never crying on the climate or the toil's mo- -
notony;

Hero his darling boy he buried, and tho night in
vittil wept

Like his Lord within tho garden, when tho tired
disciples slept.

How bis call for men went ringing round the
world, a mighty bell!

And the races of creation came the proud revolt
to quell!

Standing in the last reaction on the rock of hu-
man rights,

Worn and mournful grew his features in the flash
of battle lights.

Once, like Moses from the mountain, looked he on
the realm ho won,

When the slaves in burning Richmond knelt and
thought him Washington ;

Then an envious bravo snatched him from tho
theater of things,

To become a saint of nature in tho Pantheon of
Kings.

Faded are the golden chevrons, vanished in the
pride of war ;

Mild in heaven his moral glory lingers like the
morning star.

And the freeman's zone of cotton his white spirit
seems to be,

And the insects in the harvest beat his army's
reveille.

All around him spoiled or greedy, women vain
and honors spent,

Still his faitli in human nature lived without dis-
couragement:

Ijor his country, which could raise him, barefoot,
to the monarch's height,

Could he mock her, or his mother, though her
name sho could not write?

Deep the wells of humble childhood, cool the
spring beside the hut

Millions more as poor ns Lincoln seo the door ho
has not shut.

Not. till wealth has made its canker every poor
white's cabin through,

Shall the great republic wither or the infidel sub-
due.

Stand around your great commander. Lay nsido
your little fears!

Every Lincoln carries Freedom's car along a hun-
dred years ;

And when next the call for soldiers rolls along tho
golden belt,

Look to see a mightier column rise and march,
prevail and molt!

Major Martin Maginnis, delegate to Congress
from Montana, then delivered the annual ora-
tion. It will be found on our first page.

Major Maginnis was frequently interrupted
by outbursts of applause, and at the close of
the oration was warmly congratulated on Jill
sides. - -

SHERMAN'S BUMMERS.

There were now loud calls for Gen. Sherman,
and yielding to the clamor, ho finally came
forward, and spoke as follows :

Frients and Comkadks in a Common Cause:
One of my neighbors, and an old member of the
society, pnid to me to-da- y: This is a meeting of the
Army of the Potomac, and we don't wnnt any
'bummers' around!" Great laughter. Now,
that was both kind and suggestive '.laughter, and
I appreciate it. Laughter. But the symbols I
see nround me so beautifully and plentifully deco-
rating these walls, tho names of hard battles fought,
of great victories won, the flags under which we
contended and conquered, are the common prop-
erty of every soldier, whether of tlxe Army of the
Tennessee, of the Cumberlaud,.of the Ohio, or qf
the Potomac Applause. There was but one flag
for us all but one cause, that of our common
country ! Applause. It is well for you of the
Army of the Potomac, and for the soldiers of oil our
armies, to meet here and elsewhere in friendly re-
union, and recall the past, to fight your battles
over again, and recount the arduous struggles you
have made. For we are getting old, and soon must
pass away, and while it is yet time it is Tight and
proper that wo should settle these little differences
of opinion, of statements of facts, of impressions
that ezifct still that have existed from the com-
mencement so that wo may transmit to our chil-
dren the true, unvarnished, unprejudiced recital of
the war waged for freedom and for union. Aud I,
for one, am willing to concede what your eloquent
and impassioned orator claimed in his speech that
the true place of the Army of the Potomac was on
"the right flank." I presume he means by this
tho post of honor. But we belpng tp a great coun-
try, and the full measure of itsgloryb'elongs,n,ot to
mif. hut in nil. 7?Rtvwn thft extremities of our
Nation roll thousands of miles, and its grandeur"
cannot be measured- or monopolized by a section.
We, of the West, think tlio Mississippi is a great
stream. The couutry it runs through is a great
and populousone, filled with many and flourishing
cities, with the busy hum of industry, with a brave
and energetic people. Now. I sincerely believe
that when we opened the Mississippi as a Union
pathway to the gulf, the war was won. The work
was not all finished then, for we made another
slice, a pretty large one, too, in another direction,
which brought us nearer to you of the East. And
I think that every soldier in the Army of the Poto-macfe- lt

better when he heard that the Army of the
Tennessee was coming. For my own part, I am
pretty sure 1 felt I was welcome when 1 got to Ra-
leigh. Laughter and applause.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, the custom of tins'
army and all others, my own included, is to trans-
act their own business, and permit strangers only
to show themselves. I liave showed myself (great
laughter and cheering), and will now leave you to
tell your stories and sing your songslaround your
own camp-fire- s.

General Sherman's speech was long and
loudly cheered, and the entire audience was as
one man singing "Marching Through Georgia,"
with baud accompaniment.

Short addresses were also made by Generals
Slocum, Webb, and Beaver, and er

Keifer, and telegrams of regret were read from
Generals Hancock and Sheridan, after which
the meeting adjourned.

THE SECOND DAY.
Excursion to 2It. Vernon Tho Annual Banquet

anil Speeches.

Thursday morning dawned with cloudless
skies and a bracing temperature, and our vet-
erans were destined to visit Mount Vernon
Under the most favorable auspices. The hour
set for the excursion was 10 o'clock, and about
that time the TJ. S.. steamer Tallapoosa, tlio
revenue cutter Ewing, and the large river
steamer George Leary left their wharves with
some seven hundred passengers. The boats
wero gaily decorated with bunting and there
was an abundance of martial music. Tho trip
down the Potomac was also enlivened by the
singing of patriotic songs, and each familiar
point as it was reached evoked an exchange of
interesting reminiscences. The visitors ar-

rived at Mount Vernon about noon, and pass-Lusrth- o

tomb of Washington with heads un
covered, were shown through tho old mansion
and over the beautiful grounds which sur-sou- nd

it, while the Marino Band played the
national airs on the portico aud a male octette
rendered " The Soldier's Farewell," and other
compositions suitable to tho occasion. The visit
was entirely informal, and after spending a
couple of hours pleasantly under the grand old
trees which skirt the bold shores of the river,
the party and returned to the city,
arriving about 4. o'clock.

THE ANNUAL BANQUET.

The closing event of the Eeunion was tho
annual banquet, which took place at Abner's
Garden, at 8 o'clock in tiie evening. The
scene was one of bewitching beauty. The
balconies which encirle tho garden had been
lavishly draped with tho national colors, count-
less colored -- globes shed a warm radiance over
the tables, and electric lights imparted an air of
splendor to the surroundings. Portraits of
Generals Grant, Sheridan and Garfield looked
down upon tho guests from various points, and
wherever one's eyes turned they met a gleam-
ing mass of color. Flowers and tropical plants,
artistically grouped, gave tho garden tho ap-
pearance of a fairy bower, and tho tables
themselves were loaded down with floral de-
vices. The table set aparl for the officers of
the society and distinguished guests extended
entirely across one end of the garden, and at
right angles with it were arranged the other
tables ten in number. The balconies were
reserved for spectators, and were thronged with
ladies aud gentlemen.

Among tho distinguished persons present at
the banquet wero the following: Generals
Sherman, McClellan, Humphreys, Major Ma-
ginnis and George Alfred Townsend (the orator
and poet of the Reunion), Generals Schonck,
Bingham, Bosecrans, Walker, Miles, Carroll,
King, MeMahon, Newton (the new president of
the society), Miller, Wright, Emory, Ayres,
Buggies, Van Vliet, Schofield, Burdett, Colonel
Dudley, Admiral Botlgers, Captain Bromley,
Charles Dudley Warner, and General Beaver,
of Pennsylvania; General Seldcn Connor,

of Maine; General George L. Beale,
Adjutant-Gener- al of Maine; Colonel A. M.
Benson, of Boston ; Colonel Thomas L. Liver-mor- e,

Commander of tiie Loyal Legion of Mas-
sachusetts; Colonel Benjamin S. Calef, General

.,.. .,,.ltL W j

Thomas W. Hyde, 'Colonel Stephen W. Man-
ning, formerly Quartermaster of tho Sixth
Corps; General Hazard Stephens,
P. C. Cheney, of New Hampshire ; General
Georgo W. West, GeueralCharles F. Wolcott,
of Boston; Gcuoralrljatchelder, who is prepar-
ing the history oi Gettysburg; Captain C. C.
Cole, Captain Newton WJiittier, Captain J. S.
Slater, and Captain 'W. L..Cole.

The banquet itself was admirably served, and
at intervals during tho courses the Marine band
discoursed some dolightfulTmusic. It was after
ten o'clock when the cloth was removed and
President Humphreys called tho assemblage to
order, and announced the first toast of the even-
ing, " The President,!' which was drunk stand-
ing, the hand playing "Hail to tho Chief."

THE ARMY.

Tho next toast, "Tho Army," brought np
General Sherman, who was greeted with such
tumultuous applause that for sometime he was
unable to proceed. After setting, forth his
claim to membership to the society, because ho
commanded a brigade in tho Army of the Po-
tomac at tho first battle of Bull Bun and be-

lieved that ho had had something to do toward
producing the opportunity for the last grand
triumph at Appomattox, General Sherman
said:

I believe it would be better if we could consoli-
date the memories of all our armiesinto one, and
that one tho "Army of the Union," leaving to our
antagonists to write their own history, which at
best can only be an apology. While welcoming
into our fraternity all bravo and honoruble men
who will unite with us in the future labor of build-
ing up our common country, we can afford to smilo
at the futilo efforts of men like Davis, Toombs and
Early, who seem to think that the world is all
wrong because they had not tho making of it.

He then sketched the history of the army of
the United States, and the necessity for its al-

ways being in proper condition to aid in tho
maintenance of peace, whenever threatened for
whatever cause. Ho said he had spoken to
this toast very often, and it looked as if each
generation was repeating tho same follies and
samo wisdom as the previous; that betook a

i

pride in tho army ; that ho trusted that the
men who govern us would not commit the fatal
mistake of concluding that the soldier is a
thing of the past, because so long as man is
man, so long will force enter into tho economy
of government, and no government on earth
can bo perfect which cannot enforce by physi-
cal power its own laws and decrees promptly
and thoroughly; and tho army must be that
force, action, or passion. He closed by saying:

In this battle between war and peace, we desire to
make of the army a body of men worthy to be
styled the grand high sheriff of the Nation, and I
for one rejoice that so many of our old comrades of
tho armies of tlio Union remain in the councils of
the Nation, or mingle in assemblages like this
which make up public opinion, to bear testimony
to tiie great unpoitance of keeping alive that
knowledge of the art of war, and ot those habits
whjch become essential and must be repeated when-
ever an army is called into existence to maintain
the honor of tho country abroad, or its peaeo and
security at home.

It is also a matter of vital importance to republi-
can America that in our free country, where par-
ties assume such seemingly angry antagonisms,
there should bo maintained one body at least fo-

rward which men may turn with safety, as always
true and loyal to the constituted authorities of tho
Nation. ' '

THE NAVY.

The "Star Spangled Panner" was then sung
by a male chorus, after which Admiral C. P. P.
Eodgers responded to tho third toast, "The
Navy." He said:

It was the lorlune of the navy to bo near the
Army of tlio Potomaccin grave emergencies and
amid stirring events, and itafways gave the earnest
and fraternal supportlhatone branch of the pro-
fession of arms owes trthe6rhcr. But, gentlemen,
that improvised fleet Tf sloamers of commerce,
ferry-boat- s, and cattle drogers, nnd every floating
thing that would carry a guti, effective as it proved
in our civil war, would Jiavc; availed little against
tiie well-equipp- ed shfps of 'a naval nower. Let
us take heed, therefore, and be better prepared
when wo next draw our swords, for we shall find
foes swift to strike ourundefended ports and coasts
heavily and without he'sitatiqn or delay. So far as
I know, we have now not One very good gun of
even moderate caliber on shore or afloat, and,
what is worse, I fear We have not the trained arti-za- ns

and the forges tp.make theni. We have not
one large and efficient ship of war, and our few
good sloop3 are not of the best type. In addition
to its immense fleet, Englarfd is at this moment
building twelve grcatironcluds. France is huild- -
mg sistccnt and tho Italians are building two of
the largest ironclads in tho world, with steel armor
nearly nineteen inches thick. Wo in this rich
country, with its enorhious sea coast, have been
standing still. Our ships and guns are old and bad,
but I am glad to say that the.personnel of the navy
is excellent and full of promise. I have been an
officer for fifty years, and' in my opinion the per-
sonnel of the nnvy was nevcYSo good as it is to-da-

Veterans of the Army "of the Potomac, I oiler
you the most cordial greeting of tho navy, its
hearty tlianks for your great example, and its best
wishes for your future happiness and for your safe
return to your homes."

"Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean," was then
sung, and tho next toastwas to have been "Our
Invited Guests," to which the Attorney-Gener- al

was to respond, but as he was not present, the
toast to "The Armies of tho West" was read,
and Senator Miller, of California, rcspanded in
a brief but eloquent speech. He said :

Mn. President: My first duty is to thank you,
sir, and these gallant knights ot the Potomac for
the graceful compliment of this toast to the "Armies
of the West." Those whom you so kindly remem-
ber now, in this hour of festivity, never failed in
their sympathy and goodwill for the Army of the
Potomac during its awful trials and dreadful con-
flicts; and when its brilliant victories came, the
shout of triumphro&e in mighty volume from every
western camp!

Warm and strong and deep was tho affection of
the men of tho West for their compatriots of the
East, and to-nig- on behalf of those for whom I
am authorized to speak, I desire to extend to the
survivors and representees of the grandest of
America's grand armies tho right hand of friend-
ship and give such salutation as shall testify tho
highest soldierly esteem aim imperishable love !

There were six armies in the West, whose organ-
izations were maintained during the gi cater part
of the war, but they so and were so
concentrated with tlio two grand Armies of the
Cumberland nnd tho Tennessee that it is under
these two names they are generally grouped us the
"Armies of the West." The maximum strength
in the field of these armies was not far from thiee
hundred thousand men. They founed, as did tho
Army of tho Potomac, an integrant part of the
great Army of the United States of America, an
army whose rolls bear the names of more than two
millions of men! An army whose martial tread
made tremulous the solid earth of half a continent,
and whose thunders in action vibrated the atmos-
phere of the world! It carried ono flag, nnd that
was the flag of the Union ! Its deeds are registered
on the tablets of tlio Eternal, and its fame is im-
mortal 1 Tiie marvel is that an army of flesh and
blood ever dared to confront it ! The highest com-
pliment ever paid to its enemies now happily
enemies no longer, but friends is tho historic and
amazing fact that they had the courage, the skill
and the fortitude to contend against such an army
for four long years. The Armies of the West, like
the Armies of the Eiist, were composed mostly of
volunteeis, men who were conscious of the cause
for which they volunteered to fight, and who pos-
sessed the intelligence to forecast tho effects of
victory or of defeat. Tlio cause which they will-
ingly went forth to serve was a cause which has
ever inspired the loftiest courage, the steadiest
fortitude and the xnost heroic temper Hie sacred
cau3e of libeityl

These armies were declared at first by military
critics to be mere armed mobs. In the restricted
military sense perhaps they were so, but they were
just such mobs as tiie uou oi iuues raises up when
he bares his mighty arm to work some great good
to mankind. If mobs, they were possessed of the
true military instinct and in them were the highest
military possibilities, and they bore with them the
majesty of a grand purpose to fight, to sutler, nnd
to die in defense ofifree constitutional govern-
ment und the freedom pf man. It was not so much
to wound or to kill the enemies of their country
that these men, all untrained, went out to battle.
Their purpose was to save the Union. It was a
strange thing in war, as wellUsan ethical phenom-
enon, to see men, equipped with all the instruments
of destruction, march against their enemies with-
out hate nnd slay without the desire to kill, but it
was so. It was the spirit of self-sacrifi- ce which
animated these armies. It was as if in a Pentecos-
tal fire that spirit hud been infused into and had
filled the undaunted souls of those marvelous war-
riors. Beady to die that the Union might be
preserved, willing to perish that the Nation might
live! With this moral quality they went forth
without bate and without fear! And did tho men
of the West fight? History makes answer. Who-
ever iias read the storjes of all the great historic
battlc3will remember, from among them all, the
story of Donclson ; how Grant and his men fought
and won and held theForUi So of Shiloh, so nearly
lost, bo bravely won! And of the fierce fight on
Chaplin Hills, around' Perry ville! The tale that
are told of the bloodyofiejdof Stone ltiver, nnd of
the battle-storme- d heights of Viekshurg will be re-
peated through all theagesj And who shall forget
dark Chickamauga, where, like a mighty rock in
the sea, stood the brave legions of Bosecrans and
of Thomas, ngainst which the mad warrior waves
dabbed themselves into a foam of death? or the
great fight on the slopes of Missionary Itidge, or
the battle above the clouds, high upon tho crest of
Lookout Mountain? When shall the bundled days'
battle of the Atlanta campaign be forgot, wherothirty thousand patriots bleeding fell? or Sher-
man's wondrous march from Atlanta to the Sea?
Men of the Potomac! you remember it all; for
these battles and marches were in aid of the mighty
work in which you were engaged. True it was, as
General Sherman once nnid, " Every movement Ave
made from the day we left Chattanooga, wus an at-
tack upon P.iohmond." And you know what fight-
ing, what marching, what sutlering, what skill and
what endurance wero required to reach Chatta-
nooga. Let m not omit here, Sloeum's vietorv at
Benton ville; nor Soisofield'a desperate battle at
Franklin; nor the first western vietorv at Mill
Springs; nor tho last downing glorv of "the West
and oi Thomas on thcu-otiu- lulls about Nashville.
All lhe3o groat battlen-r-lik- yours of tho Polomuc
have passed into history. Whoever reads shall

know how well the Armies of the West fought ;
how skillfully and ably their generals planned and
wrought; and what a galaxy of historic names is
here presented! Grant, Sherman, Sheridan,
Thomas, Bosecrans. BuelAnderson, Schofield, n,

Logan, Blair, Pope, Burnside, Halleck,
Crittenden, Stanley, Slocum, Howard, Wood and
hundreds more who commanded in the West. How
faithfully and loyally they all, officers nnd soldiers,
served and fought, and how grandly many thou-
sands died! What shall we say of our dead? All
uncovered wo stand and reverently we speak of
the heroes who sleep in the silent cities many in
nameless graves. Arothey really dead? I do not
believe it. They live; for such nobility of soul can
never perish! In the abode of the blest; there
they live! for no creed can be accepted which does
not teach that whosoever freely yields up his life
for the good of mankind, his sins are forgiven!
There is a soldiers' Paradise and wide are its gates.

Again I thank you, Mr. President and gentle-
men, for this high compliment to the Armies of tho
West.

m'clelean's speech.
After singing "Marching Thro' Georgia,"

tho nost toastwas announced as "The Army
of tho Potomac."

When General McClellan rose to reply three
times three cheers were given and tho wildest
enthusiasm prevailed. It was some minutes
beforo ho could bo heard, hut when silence was
restored he said :

It seems to me too cold and stiff nnd formal to
address you simply as Mr. Chairman and gentle-
men. Your chairman often brought me informa-
tion on the field which I needed; aye, and he
brought it snatched from the very jaws of death.
There can be no formality between him and me,
and as for the rest of you, you were with me in this
very city when I took command of the raw, undis-
ciplined, inexperienced body of troops which after-
ward became the great Army of the Potomac. So
I will address you as comrades and soldiers.
Cheers. Standing here on this occasion my

thoughts naturally revert to tho scenes and inci-
dents in which we both participated, and the
memories come crowding upon me. I remember
when I came from West Virginia and took com-
mand of you, and as if by magic there came order
and discipline, because you aided and assisted me
by your prompt obedience and hearty
xlien wlien we threw up those long lines or lortih-catio- ns

for the defense of the capital, howWillingly
you worked and toiled until they were completed.
And then when wo left those lines of defense and
made our first march down on the Peninsula, we
performed some noble' achievements. Think of
the siege of Yorktown, which we undertook with-
out proper numbers or proper support from the
navy, which had been rendered helpless to our-assistan-

by reason of the action of the Merrimac.
Then the march up tho Peninsula ! We were not
defeated. We kept back tho enemy and we con-
fronted him, nnd when we stood with our right
stretching out at the command from Washington,
expecting which never came, but
instead of which the enemy came down upon our
right flank. Then that seven days' fight, when we
confronted an enemy as brave as ever went upon a
field, aud our crowning glory was at Malvern Hill.
I remember the sadness I felt when I left you and
the joy with which you welcomed my return when
I led you to Antietam. Many of you I have never
seen since the last sad day Avhen I left you shortly
after that great battle.

General McClellan then referred in touching
terms to those who had formerly been his corps
commanders, mentioning Meade, Hooker,
Sedgwick, and others, and as each hero's name
fell from his lips cheers wore given and re-
peated. He said that during all the long and
tedious trials, the forced marches, tho battles and
skirmishes, thero was the greatest confidence
between himself aud his men. Thoy stood by
him and he stood by them. He referred in
fitting terms to tho changes that had taken
place in the national capital since ho first took
command of it as an armed camp, and also tho
changed circumstances of life, and closed by
saying that the Army of tho Potomac was tho
grandest that aver took tho field, and that the
proudest thing for a man to say was that ho was
once a member of it.

the g. a. b.
Three cheers wero given for the first com-

mander of tho Army of tho Potomac, and after
brief speeches by Generals H. H. Bingham and
U. C. Scheuck the latter replying to the toast
"The Loyal legion" General W. W. Dudley,
Commissioner of Pensibns, was called upon to
respond to the toast " The Grand Army of the
Republic." He spoke as follows :

Ma. Peesidekt axd Co3inADE3 : Such a theme
should, it appears to me, have led the committee
to seek out and call upon the most gifted and elo-
quent of our comrades as respondent. Among our
numbers are many whose powers of oratory would
have enabled them to do justice to the subject. But
as I cannot claim any gift in that direction, I fear I
shall full far short of it. However, I cannot admit
that I have lost the step and touch of elbow with
that grand throng in whose honor this toast is pro-
posed, and if you will bear with me for a few mo-
ments, I will obey the call of the president of the
feast as best I may.

Once a year we meet as survivors of the Army of
the Potomac to recall the memories nnd cement the

formed in days of war; to look each
her in the face; to grasp each other by the hand,

nnd note how time is dealing with those by whoso
side death has been looked at amid the storm of
battle ; with whom we have shared haversack and
canteen, tramped nnd slept side by side, nnd arm in
arm returned to the homes and dear ones left be-In- nd

at the call of duty.
Those only to whom the camps nnd battlefields

of Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania aro famil-
iar, who are identified as soldiers with the troops
comprising the Army of tho Potomac, and who
met tho enemy at Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg,
and Appomattox are eligible.

Of the great army of the Union we therefore ex-
clude from membership by far the greater part, as
having no local history in common with us.

In the same manner the survivors of the armies
of the James, the Tennessee, the Ohiound the Cum-
berland are banded into societies and enjoy annual
Reunions purely local, however, in character
and while delightfully necessary, are incomplete,
incomprehensive, and insufficient to satisfy the full
measure of that desire which every true soldier
feels welling up in his heart, and which prompts
him to seek its expression by some closer bond of
union.

But these special assemblies, although necessary,
and meeting annually, do not butlice ; they do not
reaen the great rank and file, nor can they servo
thejmrpose ofbringing together the soldiers of the
v.arious" armies into a common camp upon a com-
mon footing. Those of us who are fortunate enough
to possess" tho means can enjoy once a year a re-
union with comrades ; but the thousands who have
not been equally forlunnte with ourselves, in whom
the soldier instinct and feeling is as strong as ever,
the brave comrade who fought gallantly on many
fields, must stay at home. Fortune lias not been as
kind to him as to you and me, and his necessities
will neither permit him to take a holiday nor to ex-
pend the amount necessary to travel to and from
our place of meeting. Nor can we extend the aid
and sympathy due to those in distress through the
medium of societies like this, which necessarily
nre limited in character nnd bold short nnd infre-
quent meetings. There was required some organi-
zation of soldiers broader in its scope and wider in
its sphere of usefulness one Unit would take itself to
the home of the veteran, unite the survivors of the
Avar in local camps, and bring AA'ithin its folds not
alone the fortune favored, but the impoverished aud
disabled, and afibrd to them the delights and bene-
fits of companionship and fraternity. Some medium
must be established through which the beneficence
and charity natural to and characteristic of soldiers
might IIoav out to those who by tho fortunes of
Avar Avere left helpless and forlorn the widows
and orphans of comrades.

ITS OBLiaATIONS.
Such then the field, such the mission, such the

necessity which called into being the society, named
for its great prototype, the Grand Army of the Re-
public, to Avhose ranks are Avelcomed every honor-
ably discharged soldier and sailor of the Union
army and navy, and for which, as an humble mem-
ber, I am proud to speak to-nig- Heaven born,
(for to three God-lik- e virtues, fraternity, charityand
loyalty, itoAves its existence), it Avill last so long us
a fcoldier of the Union arm a-- or a sailor of the Union
navy 3iirA"iA'cs. Like all the institutions Avorthy of
life and destined to retain confidence, it has reached
its present proud position slowly and gradually.
Its first groAVlh being abnormally rapid, it suffered
a naturally resulting check, until the sober second
thought of its founders placed it upon tho bed rock
of principles and usages, which insuro its per-
manency; since Avhioh it has steadily groAvn in
numbers and in power. Its members are deA'oted
by solemn obligation to the furtherance of three
propositions :

1. To preserve and strengthen those kind nnd
fraternal feelings which bind together the soldiers,
sailors, and marines who united to suppress the
late rebellion, and to perpetuate the memory and
history of the dead.

2. To assist such comrades in arms as need help
nnd protection, nnd to extend needful nid to tho
Avidows nnd orphans of those who have fallen.

3. To maintain true allegiance to tho UnitedStates
of America, based upon a paramount respect for,
and fidelity to, the national Constitution and laAvs;
to discouutcnunce Avhntever ternta to weaken loy-nlt- y,

incites to insurrection, treason or rebellion, or
in any manner impairs tho efficiency and perma-
nency of our free institutions ; and to encourage
the spread of universal liberty, equal rights and
justice to nil men.

A glance at the field yet opon to this great army
fraternity which consists of, and is greater than
all its parts whose recruiting ground is not con-
fined to the limits of ono military department, but
embraces all has been an interesting study to me,
and I hope may not weary you. I Avill summarise
aa briefly as possible the conclusions reached after
considerable research.

There Avere 2,780,178 men enlisted by the United
States for the purpose of putting doAvn tho rebellion.

It is quite certain that of this number 71G.7S7 were
counted more than once byrenson of
leaving 2,0&1,391 indiA'iduals Avko served one or
more terms of enlistment, or to stato it more clearly,
two-fift- of the adult male population of States
and Territories furnishing Union troops in 18(51, en-
listed. Of these, are now dead, having cither
been killed in battle, died hi service, or since dis-
charged, by reason of disabilities incurred therein ;
leaving a present aurA-ivorshi-

p of 1,159,C00, or one-jixt- h

of the total adult male population in 1SS0 of
the same States and Territories. Deduct from this
number those disqualified fur the Grand Army of tho
Republic, and there yet remains 1,350,000 who have
honorable discharges, and are, by A'irtue thereof,
eligible to membership in this great brotherhood
of soldiers.

As near as can bo ascertained the Boeiety to-da- y

consists of tAventy-nin- o permanent and five pro-
visional, in all thirty-fou- r Departments, with nboul

2,600 Posts, and a membership of over 160,000
veterans.

There must be now surviving and remaining
to be recruited and enrolled in the Grand Army of
the Republic about 1,1'JO,000 citizen soldiers, who
rendered honorable service to their country and
received the Nation's plaudit.

In every hamlet, village and township in the
north arc scattered the heroes of the wax,who either
have not had brought home to them the fact that
there is such an institution as the Grand Army of
the Republic, or, for one reason or another, though
entitled to membership, are not affiliated.

The age of the Union soldier at the aver-
age date of enlistment aa-- 26 years; add to this the
20 years Avhichha-- e elapsed, and the average age
of the survivors of to-da- y is 4G years.

Applying to the 1,330,000 eligible survivors the
ordinary mortality rates for that average, it will be
found tliat in 1890 there ll remain of tho old
guard in round numbers but 1,200,000, in 1S95 but
1,110,000, in 1000 but in 1005 but 75S.5O0, and
this is only looking fonvard as many years as avo
must now look back for the events which called us
to arms.

A STARTLING PABATJOX.
These figures indicated a startling paradox; for

when the Urand Army of the Republic shall liave
reached its highest point of numerical strength,
prosperity, and usefulness, it will have reached it3
surest point of decadence a grand crescendo, to
be followed by, alas ! too rapid diminuendo to van-
ishing point therenlterbutn rennniscence ! Within
a short space of forty years from this time, of those
who remain, the youngest Avearer ofa Grand Army
of the Republio badge Avill be eighty years old. In-
stead of being as now 1 to 6, he Avill then be but 1
to 1,000 of the adult male population of that time in
the States above referred to.

The Grand Army of the Republic, for all the ben-
eficial and kindly purposes ot soldierly companion-
ship, for purposes of fraternity, and charity in its
truest and broadest sense, for cherishing and en-
shrining the memories of departed comrades, and
holding up to posterity the example which shall
inspire our children and children's children to
loyalty and devotion to our institutions, in practi-
cally the only soldier organization broad enough to
encircle all Avho survived the hardships of Avar and
bear the honorable mark of distinction given by
the Nation to its defendera an honorable dis
charge; accessible to all, and yet general through
its departmental and national organization; and
being patterned after the great Republic it saved,
is representative ofall.

The comrade to Avhom fortune has been so un-
kind as to leave lum but shelter, scant food, and
clothes, nnd many moutlis to feed, may yet meet
his fellows around the camp-fir-e of his Post and
live over again his army days, enjoying the com-
panionship of loved and respected comrades, loved
and respected by them, and proudly carry that
emblem of A'ictory, the G. A. R. star and ribbon.

The Grand Army of the Republic, my comrades,
is an institution in this country. Those who carped
at and crticiscd it, like those who have vainly en-
deavored to Avarp and twist it to personal and
political ends, have ceased to cavil. It is knoAvn
as the one organization Avhich cannot be used, save
for the great purposes that called it into existence ;
chief among which rising generations will note
the inculcation and dissemination of that spirit of
loyalty that impelled the great uprising of the
North, the endurance of suffering, hardships,
wounds, disease, and death that the Nation might
live, and the subsidence of that great army into
civil life Avhen that object Avas accomplished.

May this grand society continue to prosper, and
bring Avithin its fold all the survivors of the Poto-
mac Avho can look each other in the face and say I
was honorably discharged, so that, Avitli equal full-
ness of membership for all tho other grand depart-
ments nnd divisions of its great original, it may
prove indeed Avhat it should be, a complete photo-
graph and copy of the army of the Union.

May it Avax rapidly and AA'ane sloAvly, and may
Ave all meet at our final muster Avith the proud
record, " He was a patriotic citizen, and in Avar a
faithful soldier of the Union."

THE CITY OF WASHINGTON.

At the conclusion of Gen. Dudley's speech,
which aroused great onthusiasm, "Tramp,
tramp, tramp" was snug, and Mr. Charles
Dudley Warner responded to the toast "Sweety
hearts and Wives," General Francis A. Walker
spoke to the toast " The Volunteers," and Capt.
Isaac H. Bromley replied to the toast " The
Press." The last toast of the evening was
"The City of Washington." Commissioner
Edmonds, in tho course of his response, said:

Surely it is not expected that I will introduce
this city to the Army of the Potomac! I under-
stand they are old friends, and, if a little domestic
gossip be not too undignified for this occasion, I
may add that for some years they have been re-
garded in the light of accepted lovers. Certainly
this fair city has received from that army many
gallant attentions. You all remember sorao years
ago Avhen the States Avere rashly arming for a
deadly strife, this border city, just out of her mu-
nicipal teens, seemed with her doAvry a tempting
prize for the strongest suitor. Then the Army of
the Potomac, more fleet than any suitor of Atlanta,
with a dashing courage like that of the lover of
Proserpine, came to the front, and placing his
standards upon the neighboring heights, sounded
the bugle blast of defiance to every foe, and espec-
ially to his rival of the James. And never was
more earnest battle; not from the walls of Troy
did Helen Avitness such fierce war as was waged
before this city. Finally, Avhen this knight of the
Potomac unhorsed his adversary at Appomattox,
and proudly returned to this city-- for his well de-
served honors, sho placed the laurols upon his
browAA'ith such4 blushes andsAveetsmiles it was

her admiration was wonI"AriiI worthy in-
deed of all attention that chivalry can bestow is
this fair daughter of Washington, for as Virginia is
his mother, so is this city his daughter, and right-
fully bears liis great name. I may, with her full
approbation, say to you, veterans of the Potomac,
that proud as she is of your valor in Avar she blushes
with a still deeper pride to behold your greater
magnanimity in peace, to see Avhen tho Avar is
ended that you are able to take the hand of your
fallen but gallant adversary, and in a friendly
spirit Avelcome him as an honored guest to your
feasts. This is the very croAvn of chivalry, the
highest triumph of a Christian civilization.

A Paymasters' Association.
During the Eounion of the Society of the

Army of the Potomac, on the 16th inst., about
tAventy-fiv- e ex-ar- paymasters, who served
during the war of the rebellion, met at the
Ebbitt House and organized a society, to be
called " The Association of Union Army Pay-
masters," by electing the following officers:
General B. W. Brice (late paymaster-genera- l,

president--; Hon. Will Cumback,
of Indiana; Governor Fred. Lobie, of Maine;
Hon. Wm. O. Stryker, of Xew Jersey; Hon.
Bussell Everot, of Pennsylvania, and Stephen
A. Walker, of New York City, vice-presiden- ts;

Thos. II. Gardner, of Washington, secretary;
Wm. Ponn Clark, of Washington, correspond-
ing secretary ; Geo. Truesdcll, of Washington,
treasurer. The objects of the association were
stated to be social, historical, and patriotic
The first meeting will be held at Cape May,
August G. A circular of invitation was pre-
pared to bo sent to those avIio were not present
at the meeting. It was stated that of the total
disbursements by paymasters from the first to
the last of the war, amounting to $1,120,000,-00- 0,

tho defalcations did not aggregate over
$90,000.

THE REYNOLDS MONUMENT
Further Subscriptions InTltod to Defray the Cost of

tho Memorial.

The following communication was received,
by the treasurer of the Society of the Army of
the Potomac, General M. T. MeMahon, during
the Eeunion :

Washington, May 16, 1SS3.

General M. T. McMahok,
2Yeasurer, Society of the Army of the Potomac

General: As an ex-oSic- er of the Four-
teenth regiment of United States infantry, of
which Major-Gener- al John F. Eeynolds was
lieutenant-colon- el when shot through the head
by a sharpshooter at Gettysburg, Pa., July 1st,
1S63, in front of and while gallantly holding
his own, the First Corps, as a stone wall, before
the advancing hosts of Confederates, I have
tho honor to call attention to the resolutions
offered by General Franklin at tho meeting of
the society, Juno 8,1S31, andadopted, "approv-
ing and inviting subscriptions to a fund for an
equestrian statue of General John F. Eeynolds."

B7ercas. a generous citizen of Philadelphia, Mr.
J. E. Temple, offers to subscribe the sum of twenty-fiv- e

thousand dollars towards an equestrian statue
of General John F. Reynolds,

Jicsohed, That the Society of the Army of the
Potomac heartily approve the proposed memorial,
and recommend it to itsmembers, toall whoserved
under and Avith Reynolds, and especitdly to his
own, the First Corps, as ll as to the Third and
Eleventh Corps and Bufonfs cavalry division, Rey-
nolds command Avhen he fell at Gettysburg.

Sesolved, That a committee of three, together
with the officers of this society, be appointed to co-

operate Avith similar committees from other organ-
izations in taking the requisite steps to raise such
additional sum as shall be required to complete the
amount needed for the proper execution of the
proposed memorial.

Jiesolved, That this society appeal to the public,
as well us to its members and all soldiers, to sub-
scribe to the proposed memorial, tliat it may suita-
bly record ond recall the principal events of Rey-
nolds' long and distinguished military career; hifl
services in the Florida Avar and the Avar with
Mexico ; his gallant leadership of the division of
the Pennsylvania reserves through the battles of
the Peninsula ; his heroism in the battles before
Washington ; his indomitable perseverance in or-

ganizing the militia for the campaign in Maryland ;
his distinguished ability in leading the Firt Corps
at Fredericksburg and Chancelloraville : his skill
in handling tho three corps and the caA'alry division
in the campaign that ended in the battle of Gettys-
burg; his share in securing that victory, and his
heroic death on tlio battlefield at the head of hL
brave soldiers in the opening hour of tho contest.

In praise of the conduct of General Eeynolds
at Gettysburg, July 1st, 1S63, nothing more
need be said. Its record is a brilliant page in
our national history. The past and present
officers aud enlisted men of the Fourteenth
United States infantry, the members of this
society, the officers and men of the First, Third,
and Eleventh Corps, and of Buford's cavalry

division, need only to he reminded that s4b
scriptions are necessary to complete the work
without further delay. Please find inclosed, as
my subscription, the snm of five fo) dollars'.

Very respectfully, your friend and comrada,
Wir. Howard Miles,

Late captain 14th Inf., and brevet-maj- ., TJ. S. A.
It was stated, also, at the business meeting,

that further .funds were needed to completa
the monument, and The Tribune will ba
happy to forward any subscriptions that oux
comrades may be disponed to send it for thii
purpose. During the Beunion the society re-
ceived large accessions of new members. Majo?
MiUs alone reports some fifty from this city

MEMORIAL DAY POETRY.
ITemorial Day.

By KaU Brovmlee Sherwood.

The lowing cattle leave their stalls, the Iambs bleat
in the wold ;

The poplars don their tasseled caps with tips of
burnished gold ;

The children in tiie street3 are glad, and speed th
hoop and ball,

As if no harm from fear or foe could ever oa
them fall.

Tho hum of busy wheels is heard, the click of
loom and press;

The clearing ax resounds along- the openinj
wilderness ;

The air is Siled Avith screaming birds that go front
gulf to lake.

And Northern Spring in all the vales is caliingi
"Rise: Awake!"

The mother sits beside her son, and marks hi
eager joy,

In reading how from Ghent to Aix rode that brav
Flemish boy;

How one by one the Old Guard fell, pierced
through at Waterloo,

With England's flaunting flag of truce full flutter-
ing to their view.

She sees him take his father's sword he wore at
Monterey.

When wounded in his good right arm, among th
dead he lay;

She note the hot blood flush his cheeky the glitter
in his eye.

And say. Thank God, no duty calls my boy to
bleed or diet"

But hark, from out the South there come such
strange and sudden cries.

That every lad flings down his bat and stands with
frightened eyes;

The mihs are hushed, the presses groan, the ham-me- w

silent fall.
And fear on all the anxious streets has settled lika

a pall.

To arms! to arms! to arms I it comes, as when
some muttering storm.

Along the threatened vale sends first its sullen,
slow alarm;

To arms! to arms! to arms! Itswells, as when tha
thunders crash

Among the swaying tree-to- ps where tha lurid
lightnings flash.

" God keep my boy ! ' the mother says, and straps
his knapsack down.

And sets tho drooping cap-o- f blue upon his golden
croAA-n-;

" God keep my boy I " and by hi3 side she proudly
follows on.

Nor fails, nor faints, till out ofsight the volunteers
have gone.

Behold! a mighty angel, sifting, sifting as he
flies!

The Nation 'tl3 he sifteth! and beholdbeneath him
rise

Heroic men and women true, whose consecrated
prayers

Bring down the heighta of victory like links of
golden stairs.

March on ! march on ! the blazing towns are tell-
ing where they halt!

March on! march on! the heath their bed,, their
shelter heaven's vault!

March ou! while yet one foe remains to lift up Im-
pious hand

And tear the flag of Freedom fronrone'cahia'ln.
the land. -

Now with the corps of pioneers, the troops a road
to heAV ;

Now leading on the skirmish line, the enemy In
""view;

Noav scaling rrp the mountain's peak, the foot of
man ne'er trod.

The soldiers of the Union wage the battles blessed
of God.

Whir, whir, the flying minle-bal- ls like leaden
rain sweep on;

Crash, crash, the rattling mu3ketry and rank by
rank is gone;

Roar, fbar, tha cannon thunders, and the air Is
black as night;

Borne upward with the billows floats our hero's
soul from sight.

Come hither now, my Captain, and tell, and. tell
me true,

Where Is my boy, my good,-- brave-boytjwh- o

marched away with yKUT oc
O speak that I may find him, that upon his moth-

er's breast
He mar in all his-agon- one little moment resL.

"I've brought him, see, some simple things h
always liked at home.

Some grapes from our OAvn garden he will smils
to see me come!

Lead on, the moments hasten, and X rnuat be with
my boy !

Dead, dead, your face makes answer! Christ be
pitiful!" Deploy

Tesoldiera, for the battle! Martial, march In all
your pride.

But, behold, a spirit walketh close by every sol-
dier's aide;

And above the peans rising float the murmurs of
the dirge.

As the moaning of the oceandroAvns the clamor
of the surge.

O ye cannot by your marching give the mother
back her son.

Give the maiden back her lover, give the wife her
dearest one;

Give the little children calling, when the evening
draws apace,

"Papa, papa! Come home, papal" one mora
glimpse of his dead face.

But ve may rebuild the altars the despoiler has
defiled.

And ye may restrain the sacriflca to idol, fierce
and wild;

And, as from Carmel's holy height, announce tha
message grand;

Victoria! Victoria! Freedom shall rule the-lan- d I

Now banners wave, and bugles blow, and woods
Avith sons; be glad !

The house-top- a throng With people, and tha street
with joy run sand !

The chers of Boston proudly up to Bunker Hill
r.ri- -, .

And westward roll and mingle as the Golden. Gata
replies !

Bring out the gray-haire- d veterans of Harrison.
and Clay,

And let them awing their hats once mora onaihl
eventful day!

Bring out the Buena Vista Guards who 3tocd by
Taylor well.

And let them with their gallant cheers the shout
of Freedom swell!

Bring out the little children, clad In fleecy robes of
white,

To shout, Avith all their happy souls, their Avild
and glad delight!

And don't forget u place for those whose mute lips
make no sign,

Jov's sable guests of sorrow, moving: slowly Inta
line!

Time may fill np all the furrows tho cannon balii
have ploughed;

May set the larka-singin- g where the bullets whis-
tled loud!

Time may the passion flower twine o'er rude and
ragged grave.

The poppy's flaunting pennons from the prlsom
burrows wave;

Time may set tho sirens singing where tho good,
oldship sails true,

But their voices wake no echo ha the bosoms of the
crew;

Our hearts but beat tho truer for the terrors wa
have passed,

And the prophecies of ages live a verity at last.

Bend soft, O skies, above the sraves our fallen
heroes fill!

In far Potomac marshes, on the heights of Georgia
hill,

Where the blue Virginia mountains In their lonely
grandeur frown.

Where the tide of Chlckamaaga flows by fort--
hrvested town!

Blow soft, O winds, around them, with youx
freighted sweets and balm.

And the ry thm of your numbers flowing Into song
and psalm!

Say the Northern hert is keeping ba Its slleni
deeps aglow

All the sacred recollections treasured In the long
ago!

Smile soft, O flowers, bending low, like friends
Avith saddeued eyes.

Moist with the dear remembrances of saintly sacri-
fice!

Rise, gracious Illy! Multiply, O rose. In resal
Pride!

Fit emblems of the loyal ones who lived, and
loved, and died!

And thou, O fhr of Freedom, fan their slumber
where they lie !

At morning toss and flutter, and at floai
nndrly!

Keep guard o'er all thy children as upon tho walla
they stood.

Baptizing: for the future all thy folds in crimsoa
blood t

Float on above tho living, float on abova t&
dead!

While a hope awaits fruition, while pray
remains unsaid!

This motto on thy bosom bear to earth's remoUet

God keep the TJnlon! Give to sdl tha people leyai
hearts!
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